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MNI POLITICAL RISK ANALYSIS – US Daily Brief 20-01-22  
By Adam Burrowes 

 

The White House 

11:15 ET 16:15 GMT The President and The Vice President to meet with members of the 

Infrastructure Implementation Task Force 

19:00 ET 00:00 GMT The President and The Vice President deliver remarks at a 

Democratic National Committee grassroots event 

 

Midterms Countdown: Texas primary: 40 days. Indiana and Ohio primaries: 100 days. The general 

election: 292 days. The 2024 election: 1,014 days 

Democrat News 

President Joe Biden spoke for two hours at a White House presser yesterday. One of the 

key takeaways was that Build Back Better remains on the agenda.  

• Biden said he is confident that large chunks of the Build Back Better bill can be 

salvaged and signed into law. But it will need to be broken down. ‘I think we can 

break the package up, get as much as we can now and come back and fight for the 

rest later’. 

• There is a procedural problem for this plan as the reconciliation process utilised by 

Build Back Better can only be used sparingly to pass legislation in Congress. Bills 

proposed via reconciliation only require a simple majority, but they must conform to 

rigid parliamentary oversight.  

 

• The next iteration of Build Back Better will prompt more bitter infighting among 

Democrats on the Hill. The initial package contained an array of disparate provisions 

supported by Democrats with different legislative goals. The more the original bill is 

cut down, the less likely it is to gain the support of Democrats who have seen their 

preferred piece of legislation removed.  

• Expect the highly popular, but costly, child tax credits to be scrapped. 

• There is likely going to be more public recrimination directed towards Senator Joe 

Manchin (D-WV) the Senate Democrat who nixed the original Build Back Better. 

• Democrats will try to get a new proposal drafted and sent to the House as soon as 

possible. The worst-case scenario for Democrats would be another drawn-out 

legislative battle in the Senate at the forefront of voters’ minds during the midterms in 

November.  

• The package that emerges will likely be conservative and come with a pre-negotiated 

rubber stamp from Manchin. Manchin is a supporter of many of the climate provisions 

in Build Back Better but was not a supporter of temporary programs that weren’t 
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costed for permanent implementation. He is particularly worried about high levels of 

public spending during a period of inflation.    

Voter Rights 

• The Democratic push to legislate their voter rights package has failed. Senate 

Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) yesterday attempted to enforce a ‘talking 

filibuster’ but was unable to muster the required simple majority. 

• This was widely predicted and the two Senate Democrat rebels on modifying the 

filibuster, Joe Manchin and Kyrsten Sinema (D-AZ), voted with Republicans on 

upholding the filibuster, as they said repeatedly they would.  

• Schumer has hinted that this won’t be the end of his crusade to change the Senate 

filibuster rule. He has even suggested that bipartisan cooperation could be a way 

forward. This seems highly unlikely as Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-

KT) has stated that he would never endorse removing the filibuster.   

• Kyrsten Sinema, is now facing the prospect of her funding base deserting her 

following her stand in the Senate. The League of Conservation Voters and End 

Citizens United / Let America Vote have announced they won’t support her re-

election bid after fruitlessly urging her to support bypassing the filibuster.  

Republican News 

• The US supreme court has rejected former Present Donald Trump’s request to block 

the release of White House records to the January 6 committee. The decision by the 

supreme court allows the House committee investigating the unrest following the 

2020 election to access sensitive White House documents from the Trump 

administration. 

Congressional Business 

• Negotiations have begun on funding the government to avoid the next government 

shutdown slated for February 18. The House is planned for closure the week before 

the 18th so Democrats will be hoping that an agreement can be made in the next two 

weeks.  

Foreign Policy  

• President Joe Biden delivered remarks which have suggested that only a large-scale 

invasion of Ukraine would prompt a NATO response. Speaking at his White House 

presser yesterday Biden ruminated at length on the motivations of Russian President 

Vladimir Putin and the challenging position for NATO.  

• The remarks have received widespread criticism for undermining diplomatic efforts 

resolve the crisis and prompted hasty clarification from the White House that the 

official stance is that all Russian aggression will be severely punished.  

• US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken is in Germany today to try to formulate a joint 

Western response with key NATO allies Germany, France, and the United Kingdom.  

• The key meeting on Ukraine will take place in Geneva tomorrow when Blinken meets 

with his Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov. Lavrov has repeatedly stressed that 

Russia has no intention of invading Ukraine, and the hostilities are coming from the 

West in the form of militarisation of Russia’s western border. 
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• The crisis appeared to be cooling after a virtual summit between Putin and Biden last 

year, but recent weeks have seen a dramatic escalation of Russian troop 

mobilisation to the Ukrainian border and the prospect of a greater militarisation of the 

region under the proviso of joint manoeuvres with Belarussian forces.  

• We do not expect any concrete progress to be made on Friday but prolonged talks 

on Russian security concerns have often been a strategic objective of the Putin 

administration. It is likely that announcements on further security dialogues will follow 

the Geneva talks.  

 

• The US will also be watching developments following a meeting between Iranian 

President Ebrahim Raisi and Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow yesterday.  

• The new hard-line Iranian government has been actively strengthening its bilateral 

relationships with both Russia and China as talks take place in Vienna to 

reincorporate Iran in the nuclear agreement of 2015.  

• Iran is presumed to be using stronger bilateral relationships with China and Russia to 

mitigate the economic pressures caused by US sanctions. 

• Iran, China, and Russia have announced plans for joint naval exercises in the Gulf of 

Oman, near the Iranian port at Chabahar. 

Covid-19 

• The Covid-19 Omicron surge appears to be peaking but pandemic modelers are 

predicting that Covid-19 deaths will continue to rise. Katriona Shea of Pennsylvania 

State University who heads a team that collates pandemic models and projections for 

the White House has said: ‘The combined models project 1.5 million Americans will 

be hospitalized and 191,000 will die from mid-December through mid-March. Taking 

into account the uncertainty in the models, U.S. deaths during the omicron wave 

could range from 58,000 to 305,000.’ 

Poll of the Day 

YouGov has reported that 19 percent of Americans have tested positive for Covid-19. The 

data is presented by party affiliations and shows that more Republican have tested positive.  
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Source: YouGov 
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